

Minutes of the Meeting of Northrepps Parish Council held on 03 September 2024 at 19.00 at Northrepps Village Hall

Present
Chairman Cllr A. Mackay, Vice Chair Cllr L. Fish, Cllr V. Callaghan, Cllr M Millman, Cllr W. Risebrow, Cllr G. Smith, Cllr W. Hannant, County Cllr E. Maxfield (to item 7 incl).
Clerk Mrs J Warner and Mrs L Harper

1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 July 2024 and 6 August 2024 were approved as a true record.  Both minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr O Nieboer and District Cllr A. Fitch Tillet.

3. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
There were none.

4. To Receive update and appoint new Clerk
Approve appointment of new Clerk, Lisa Harper.

5. Public Participation
There were none

6. Police Matters
Any newsletters were circulated and noted.
The issue of cars racing around the village hall car park was raised. Cllr V. Callaghan will be attending and raising the issue at the next SNAP meeting on Thursday 5 September 2024.

7. County Council and District Council
7.1 County and District Councillor reports and updates
Members were receipt of the written report from Cllr E. Maxfield. Cllr Maxfield advised of the impact on employees employed by NEWS (Norse) at recycling centres with the planned changes to opening days.
[bookmark: _Hlk176515552]
Members were in receipt of the written report from Cllr. A Fitch Tillet.

8. Planning
8.1 Planning Applications and decisions
Planning applications considered and responses agreed at meeting:
PF/24/1683 - Valley Cottage – 69 Northrepps Road
No Objections

9. Highways, Transportation and Public Rights of Way
9.1 Any traffic orders had been circulated and noted
9.2 Overgrown hedge at Craft Lane
It was noted again that Orbit are seeking confirmation of ownership of the hedges. The Clerk is continuing to chase for updates.
9.3 Parish Partnership Scheme
Consideration to be given for future projects, which will need to be included in next years budget.
              9.4  Other Highways matters (for information only)
Pot Holes
The issue of reporting of pot holes was discussed. It was agreed that Northrepps Parish Council website should share a link to Highways department so people can report any pot holes directly to the correct department. A statement can be included that states what is the responsibility of the Parish Council and that of North Norfolk District Council and Norfolk County Council.
Access to Churchyard – It was noted that the PCC are looking into improving the access from the roadside parking area into the Churchyard.  County Cllr. Maxfield is happy to consider partial funding.  The Clerk has provided the PCC with information re other possible sources of funding and also who to contact to establish ownership f the land concerned.

10. Finance and Strategy
10.1 The list of payment and financial statement were APPROVED, and the finance sheet  
       was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as Responsible Finance Officer.
10.2 Actuals against budget were noted, Fireworks £4.00 over budget.
10.3 Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the year ended 31 March 2024 were circulated to
       members and it was noted that no matters of concern had been raised by the
       external auditors.  This had been published on the website and noticeboard. 
10.4 Quarterly report from Internal Control Officer was presented and acknowledged.
10.5 Financial and Non Financial Risk assessment which had been previously circulated
       to members was approved.
10.6 Biodiversity Policy and Action Plan and Pond. Contact Norfolk Wildlife Trust in 
       autumn to receive information on a way forward, need to   confirm land ownership. 
       The new allotment tenancy agreements will include the recommendations from the
       Biodiversity Action Plan.
10.7 Land Registry and playing field update.  It is proving difficult to locate the original 
       deeds, although we do have copies of the deeds. A quote from NP Law to facilitate
       the deeds is between £600 - £1200 plus VAT.  It was agreed that funding would be 
       considered for inclusion in next years budget.
10.8 Casual vacancy for Councillor is to be advertised, the Clerk will set the interview
       dates.  
10.9 NCC Highways re: verge cutting. Highways have requested Northrepps Parish Council  
       take on the cutting of more verges under the delegated service agreement. Stuart 
       Clark, Secret Gardens, will supply a quote once clarification on ownership of the 
       verges has been obtained from Highways.

       
11. Playing Field, Maintenance and Allotments 
11.1 Update re grounds maintenance and repairs to council assets including:
        Hornsea grant application – has been refused.  
 Rospa inspection – quote for play bark. Update re bark, cannot be collected, has to     be delivered. 2m3 Pine Play - £307.20 incl. Vat and delivery. 2m3 Hardwood play grade chips £254.40 incl. vat and delivery. It was agreed to measure the play area to confirm the amount of bark needed.
Play equipment high from ground, thereby needing deeper bark chippings. It was agreed to look at resetting the equipment at the correct depth then have it inspected by Rospa.
11.2 Update on village gardens and Gallus Plough. Village gardens have been cut back. 
       Plough is currently being stored in the church.
11.3 Update repair work to village sign.  The main post of the sign is showing signs of rot 
        and is very wobbly. It was agreed that the sign be taken down as a matter of safety.      
        Cllr. Hannant will make a new oak post. Once the gardens have been cleared, the    
        Plough will be installed and the sign put back.
11.4 Update re tree works – no update
11.5 To consider any other playing field or allotment matters – none.

12. Bonfire Night event
12.1 Update for the event.  Risk Assessments will need to be completed before the event.  
       Cllr A Mackay has agreed to ensure this happens.  Induction sheets for each and 
       every volunteer needs to be completed. Brazier will stand on concrete outside the 
       village hall subject to approval by the Council’s insurers. Children’s party arranged by 
       the school, will be held before the event, and is due to finish by
       6.30pm.  BBQ – food hygiene certificate will need to be in place.

13. Correspondence and other matters
13.1 Northrepps parish council has written to the Secretary of State in support of re-   
       opening Benjamin Court in Cromer.

14. Receive any other business

15.The next scheduled meetings were due to take place on 01 October 2024 and 5 November
      2024, it was agreed that the next meeting be rescheduled for 29 October 2024, 7pm Village 
      Hall.

16. TO CONSIDER A RESOLUTION UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT 1960) TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

17. Personnel Matters
              Update relating to the appointment of the new clerk to include
· Contract of Employment, agreed with 1 month review and 6 month probationary period
· Enrolment to Pension Scheme, agreed
· Update of IT equipment and licences, being carried out by Stuart Hutchinson
· Quotation for interim Internal Audit Check, quote of £45 was accepted.

18. The Northrepps Parish Council thanked Janet Warner for her long and distinguished service as Clerk, and wished her well for the future.







Financial Matters: 

Payments for approval at September meeting 

102594 	PKF Littlejohn LLP – External Audit 		£ 252.00 
102595 	T T Jones Electrical Ltd – Street Light Contract	£   32.06 
102596 	Secret Gardens – Maintenance (Aug)		£ 240.00 
102597 	J Warner – Clerk’s salary & expenses (Aug) 	£ 224.69 
102598 	Norfolk Pension Fund (Aug) 			£   95.61 
102599 	Dynamic Fireworks 					£ 789.20 


Direct debit payments: 

19/08/2024	 NPower Street Light Electricity (for July)		£ 77.05 


Receipts since last meeting: 

Various 	Allotment tenancy receipts				 £ 85.00 


Financial Statement: 

Reconciled balances as at 30 Aug 2024 
Community Account 							£ 7728.45 
Business Premium Account 						£26702.76 
Business Premium Account						£ 4866.73 
£39297.94 


Signed ……………………………………. ……………………………………. 
Chairman

Responsible Financial Officer 
Dated ……………………………………. …………………………………….










County Councillor Report: September 2024
DIY Waste charges
I was asked recently about DIY Waste charges as last year the Government made a fuss about banning such charges. In fact it wasn’t really a full ban on the charges just a requirement on councils to allow small amounts of DIY Waste to be disposed of free of charge.
The full details of Norfolk County Council’s waste disposal charging policy is available to view online here: https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/diywaste
Cuts and closures at recycling centres
I was asked recently at a Parish Council meeting what happened to the staff affected by recycling centre cuts. I asked the County Council and I thought I would share here their answer:
Our teams at the recycling centres are employed by NEWS (Norse) who operate the service on our behalf. In advance of the Mayton Wood closure, NEWS met with all staff and offered them positions at alternative locations, which had been kept vacant and filled with agency workers, in advance of this decision. All but one team member took up a position at another recycling centre, and that individual took a redundancy package instead. 
Closures on a Wednesday will impact all members of staff as the set of shift patterns available across the service will change. NEWS will now start a detailed staff consultation process, through which we expect to offer most staff a position. Due to the requirement to work the weekend there will be some staff who do not wish to remain in post, there may be some redundancies required and many, or all staff, will need to change their shift patterns and / or reduce hours.
Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance
I received an update from the NSFA recently and I thought you might be interested in their listed up-coming events in case you want to engage with them and the reference to local community flood plans. I engaged with NALC on community plans months ago and back then there seemed to be a difference of view about how advanced the plans were. Hopefully this means Parish Councils will hear more about work to prepare local plans soon:
September 2024 – NALC Event
The Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance have a speaking slot at the Norfolk SLCC Branch and CALC event scheduled for the 12th of September at Carrow Road, Norwich. This will give the NSFA team the opportunity to connect with Local council representatives.
Friday 31st January 2025 Flood & Drought Summit, Council Chamber, County Hall 
Bringing together a wide range of agencies and stakeholders which have various responsibilities relating to water management. The focus of the summit will be on action, and how we can achieve this through collaborating better with each other. There will be a variety of speakers, including Norfolk County Council as well as representatives from Anglian Water and the Environment Agency.
There will be opportunities for networking and to share best practice, with the aim of working to improve outcomes for the residents, businesses and other communities we collectively serve. We expect the summit to be well attended by Norfolk MPs.
Norfolk Resilience Forum/ Communities Prepared
The Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance is working with the team at the Norfolk Resilience Forum to ensure lines of communication are open across the alliance of partners and the County of Norfolk is as prepared as it can be for flooding events. 
A key part of the resilience planning is ensuring that communities have emergency plans in place. The Norfolk Resilience Forum is working with Communities Prepared to help support district councils and communities to put in place appropriate and relevant emergency planning.
SEND funding
Norfolk County Council is being forced to increase spending on support for children with disabilities and additional needs, as a flagship programme feels the strain.
The Council’s ‘cabinet’ (senior Conservative councillors who make the key decisions) will discuss plans to increase spending on the Local First Inclusion programme by £5 million on 2nd September. Local First Inclusion is the county’s new plan to reduce demand for ‘SEND’ support. It gives Norfolk access to the government’s Safety Valve funding and the aim is to reduce the cost of SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) support in the long-run. In a nutshell, the programme has not delivered the reductions in demand and associated cost-savings that it was supposed to. If you are interested, there is more detail here: https://edmaxfield.org.uk/2024/08/24/norfolk-send-support-feels-the-strain/ 
Youth Justice and Neurodivergence
At the August meeting of the County Council’s Scrutiny Committee, we examined the Norfolk Youth Justice Strategy.
This is an important area of work and I suggested much more could be done to make information accessible and more widely seen. I also asked what the Council is doing to focus on those caught in the criminal justice system who have ADHD or similar conditions. 
From the few details we know, there appears to be a very high proportion of young people in the criminal justice system who live with conditions like ADHD. There is a need to collect more data. There is also a need to increase understanding of neurodiversity within the system itself. The real, pressing need though, is for there to be a wholesale change in the way society and institutions like schools view neurodiversity so that young people are not marginalised and placed at risk of exploitation because of a condition they live with.
You can read more here: https://edmaxfield.org.uk/2024/08/25/youth-justice-and-neurodivergence/ 

Ed Maxfield
www.edmaxfield.org.uk























District Councillor’s Report: September 2024

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
September 2024

I have taken a break during August as there were no formal Council meetings other than the Development Committee which I attended, and was happy to propose approval of the Holt Hall Application.

As I have noting to report I send apologies for your September Meeting and will have lots to update you with in October.

Cabinet Approvals: 

There was no Cabinet meeting during August

Full Council Decisions:	

There was no Full Council during August

Coastal Issues

Nothing further to report other than Trimingham are moving forward within the Coastwise Project.

Ward Issues: 



Cllr Angie Fitch-Tillett
Poppyland Ward, NNDC
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