Northrepps Parish Council

28 January 2025
To all members of Northrepps Parish Council,

You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of NORTHREPPS PARISH
COUNCIL which will be held on TUESDAY 4 FEBRURARY 2025 at 19:00 at
NORTHREPPS VILLAGE HALL

Mrs L Harper
Clerk to Northrepps Parish Council

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND

AGENDA
1. To consider for approval the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held
7 January 2025. Also, to consider any matters arising from the minutes (for information
only) not included on the agenda.
2. To consider apologies for absence.
3. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and to

consider requests for dispensations.

4. To allow public participation limited to 10 minutes (3 minutes per person)

5. Police
6.1 To receive Police newsletters
6.2 To consider any other police matters (for information only)

6. County Council & District Council

6.1 To receive any reports/updates from County Councillor & District
Councillor

6.2 To receive any other County Council & District Council matters for
information only

7. Planning

7.1 To receive any planning applications and decisions

7.2 To receive any updates re live planning applications to include NNDC
Development Committee meeting.

7.3 To receive any updates regarding Public Consultation for land West of
Pine Tree Farm, Cromer.

7.4 To receive any other planning matters (For information only)

8. Highways, Transportation & Public Rights of Way

8.1 To receive any traffic orders
8.2 To receive any update re overgrown hedge on Craft Lane
8.3 To consider any projects for Parish Partnership Scheme 2025
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8.4 To receive any other highways matters (for information only)

9. Finance & Strategy

9.1 To consider list of payments for approval & financial statement

9.2 To welcome new councillors and receive completed Declaration of Office
forms.

9.3 To receive any other financial matters (for information only)

10. Playing Field, Maintenance & Allotments
10.1 To receive update re grounds maintenance and repairs to Council assets
and to include update re repairs to play equipment to include:
- Update on Finding Fitness company play equipment
- Repairs identified in asset inspection — update re repairs
- Rospa inspection — update re height of equipment and top up of play bark

10.2 To receive update re maintenance of village gardens and Gallus Plough
10.3 To receive update re urgent repair to Village Sign
104 To consider any other playing field or allotment matters (for information only)

11. Correspondence and other matters
11.1 To receive and comment upon correspondence

12. To receive any other business (for information only) and items for the next agenda

13. To note the date of the next meeting: Tuesday 04 March 2025 at 7pm, Northrepps
Village Hall
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

Payments for approval at January meeting

102640 Secret Gardens (bench) £ 144.00
102641 L Harper Clerk Salary/expenses £ 364.37
102642 Secret Gardens (bench) £174.00
102643 Norfolk Pension Fund £ 97.81

Direct Debit Payments

January 2025 Npower Street Lighting £111.20

Financial Statement

Reconciled balances as at 27 December 2025

Community Account £11,371.29
Business Premium Account £ 26,902.86
Business Premium Account £ 4,903.20

Signed by Chair Signed by Clerk
Date Date .......................................
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County Councillor’s Report

February 2025

Recycling
Following on from my report last month about fly tipping, | have asked Norfolk County Council’s Scrutiny
Committee to examine the performance of the Council’s waste and recycling service. Particularly with
reference to the impact of the new booking system, the charges that are imposed and the closures and
reduced hours. Hopefully we will receive a report on that soon.

| also asked for an update on plans for North Walsham Recycling Centre as a couple of years ago there
were plans to move it to a new location so that they could improve the re-use facilities there. This is reply |
received:

Plans for a new North Walsham Recycling Centre remain within our infrastructure programme and the
project is in the early stages. We have carried out some initial land searches and pursued a couple of
options, which have so far been ruled out.

Waste Services Infrastructure programme is addressed as part of the Cabinet paper published later today,
which through the Monitoring Report covers the Council’s financial strategy for capital. We are continuing
to consider land options, even though there is currently no fixed programme to deliver the North Walsham
recycling centre. Finding suitable land can be challenging so time scale of delivery will, in part be guided
by when we find an appropriate site.

So, in short, | don’t have any further progress to share with you at this point but can let you know that it
remaining part of our Infrastructure development plans.

Devolution

Well, we were supposed to know by now what was happening with devolution and the County Council
elections. It seems like we need to wait another week or so before we get an indication from the
Government whether Norfolk has been accepted on to the devolution programme and whether the
elections scheduled for May will be postponed.

Norfolk County Council met on 9t Jan and voted overwhelmingly to apply to join the devolution
programme. This is part of what | said in the debate:

My view is that the devolution deal has the chance to bring transformative change to the region. If
we see it as the start of a journey and not the end point. Which is a point | made when we
debated the last proposal. If we get on the bus we can drive local government — and the region in
a new direction. But it will need determined leadership with a clear vision.

We need to avoid the talk from last time of the new mayor being a celebrity chef, a comedian, a
comedy turn ex Prime Minister or even Ipswich Town’s number 17.

We need the new authority to focus on the needs and the potential of a diverse region and not to
focus obsession on concrete and steel vanity projects or to disappear into the weeds of managing
decline in public services. | hope whoever occupies the seat in the end will have real ambition to
change things for the better for people living in Norfolk and Suffolk.

We also need the new structure to be properly open and democratic. So that people living in my
division on the North Norfolk coast — people who are literally living on the edge - feel they have a
voice.

That certainly means the new unitaries need to be close enough to people that they feel they are
in control and their needs are seen. That doesn’t mean two large councils to cover the region and
if the administration is wise they will realise it is extremely unlikely that such a proposal will be
approved anyway.
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Western Link

The County Council has admitted defeat and withdrawn its planning application to build the Western Link
road that would have completed the Broadland Northway/NDR. | think the only really surprise is that it has
taken this long to realise the project was not going to happen. There is a meeting of the County Council
coming up where | am sure the leader of the council will be pressed on how much the County Council has
already spent on planning the road and how much of that is lost. This is an extract from the Council’s
press release on the issue:

Since March, our serious efforts to find a solution have unfortunately not provided a way forward.
Most recently, in December, we received responses from Natural England and Defra, the
Government department that sponsors Natural England. Neither response helps to resolve the
issue that is preventing us from progressing this important infrastructure project, nor answered the
specific questions which we asked, which is disappointing.

It was right for us to leave no stone unturned in relation to Natural England’s stance on our
proposals. We will write to them again hoping to get answers to our unanswered questions but at
present, we have exhausted all our options in relation to this, so we have made the difficult
decision to withdraw the current planning application and prioritise discussions with the
Department for Transport (DfT) on the way forward for the project.

Gritting
| received a note from Highways about the start of their gritting programme recently and it included this
extract which | thought you would find useful:

The council receives a specialist weather forecast from Meteo, which breaks the county down into
seven different areas for winter gritting. This is backed up by a number of weather stations
around the county. The decision to grit is then taken by the council’s Highways teams based on
these weather forecasts. The council’s policy is to treat when the forecast road surface
temperatures fall below +0.5 degrees.

Roadside Nature Reserves

| received the attached update from County Hall:

Since the establishment of RNRs in the 1990s, Norfolk has led the way in preserving natural
habitats alongside our roads. Our RNR network functions as essential wildlife corridors,
connecting diverse habitats across the county. These reserves protect remnants of our natural
grasslands and serve as sanctuaries for rare and important species both locally and nationally.
Work will soon commence in your division to designate and install new markers for RNRs. As part
of this process, letters will be sent to landowners and parish councils to provide them with details
about the project and installation plans.

New RNRs within your division are:

RNR Number Parish Road

233 Gimingham Heath Lane
253 Paston Paston Road
295 Trunch Brick Kiln Lane
299 Mundesley Cromer Road

Council Tax

The Council will examine budget proposals in February. The proposal from the ruling group is for a
Council Tax increase of 4.99%
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Grass cutting contracts

| was asked recently whether a Parish Council can give back the contract to cut grass if they have taken it
on. The advice | have received is:

The Service Level Agreements are on a rolling one year contract so either party can terminate at
the end of each year.

Ed Maxfield www.edmaxfield.org.uk

Parish Clerk Mrs L Harper
Telephone: 07988 504962
Email: clerk@northreppsparishcouncil.gov.uk



